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A dual gold 

mining

economy?



Diversity

&

Connectivity



Increased demand & 

Rising prices

Source: 
https://www.ft.com/content/d4d5ca52-6a9c-
11e4-bfb4-00144feabdc0



Systemic 

challenges

• Resistance

• Scarcity

• Costs 

https://www.vice.com/en_ca/article/5gqjp3/m
eet-the-woman-taking-on-canadian-mining-
companies

https://www.vice.com/en_ca/article/5gqjp3/meet-the-woman-taking-on-canadian-mining-companies


Systemic

responses

• Global expansion

• Informalization

• Technological
innovation



Indonesia: Adaptation and 

Differentiation in 

Informal Gold Mining

Matt Libassi

Ghana: A History of 

Expansion and Contraction

Robert Pijpers



Global 

Expansion

Chapter 3



Source: 
https://publishing.cdlib.org/ucpressebooks/view?docId=ft
758007r3&chunk.id=d0e5034&toc.depth=1&toc.id=d0e50

34&brand=ucpress

Source: http://www.miningartifacts.org/South-
African-Mines.html





The rest of 

the world?



Ghana: Controversy, 

Corruption, and Chinese 

Miners

Gordon Crawford, Gabriel Botchwey

Uganda: Gold as a 

(Trans)National Treasure

Eleanor Fisher, Lorenzo D’Angelo, 

Ronald Twongyirwe, Esther van de Camp



Informalization

chapter 4



Outsourcing and subcontracting

in LSGM



The expansion

of informal

ASGM



Resistance



Brazil: Forever Informal

Marjo de Theije

Burkina Faso: Global Gold 

Expansion and Local

Terrains

Sabine Luning



Scarcity



Costs



The Democratic Republic 

of Congo: From Stones 

in the River to Diving 

for Dollars

Sara Geenen, Simon Marijsse

Colombia: Legal 

Loopholes Behind 

Illegal Gold Trade

Maria Eugenia Robles Mengoa, 

Alexandra Uran



Technological

innovation

chapter 5



Source: Roonwal G.S. (2018) Remote Sensing 
in Mineral Exploration. In: Mineral Exploration: 

Practical Application. Springer, Singapore.

Source: www.volgold.com

Exploration



Source: http://www.miningartifacts.org/South-
African-Mines.html

Source: 
http://www.miningartifacts.org/S
outh-African-Mines.html

Mining



Source: Massaro & De Theije, 2018

Mining



Processing

Source: https://www.mining-
technology.com/contractors/filtering/outotec/



Guinea-Conakry and Burkina 

Faso: Innovations at the 

Periphery

Cristiano Lanzano

The Philippines: State-

sanctioned Informalization

Boris Verbrugge
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